
ANZAC 
Commemorative Tours

Western Front & Gallipoli 2015

Featuring monthly tour departures from April to September

Plus 2 special ANZAC Day on the Western Front tours

COMMEMORATING
100 YEARS OF THE ANZAC LEGEND
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eThe next few years will see the 100th year commemorative anniversaries of so
many tragic events of the First World War - Gallipoli, Fromelles, Pozieres,

Bullecourt, Passchendaele and Villers-Bretonneux.  More and more people will

feel the need to visit the memorable sites and moving locations that spawned

the magnificent ANZAC legend, to understand what really went on, what

actually happened, and fully grasp the huge and compelling ANZAC story. 

I am so proud of our tours.  Staying 3 and 4 nights in selected hotels in

unbeatable locations plus our proven team of War Historians, Battlefield Guides

and specially trained Tour Managers, makes an enormous difference.

However, it is not just about that! Our massive experience (nearly 15 years!)

providing quality commemorative touring programmes really does count.

Seeing the detail my team consistently puts into planning and running these programmes makes me certain we deliver

the most rewarding and fulfilling ANZAC commemorative touring experience on the market. It is this expertise that

provides a perfect platform for our specialist guides and historians to breathe life into each tragic military campaign -

to immerse you in the true and remarkable story of the ANZACs.  

2015 marks the 100th anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. Thousands of Australians and New Zealanders will be

attending the centenary commemorations held there, and many will then want to complete their ANZAC experience by

visiting the Western Front. That is why we also offer two fascinating commemorative tours to the Somme and Flanders,

both of which are specially timed to start following the completion of the Gallipoli commemorations. 

Whatever programme you choose, when you travel with Albatross Tours you are looking at value for money, genuine

inclusions, better itinerary design and the very best hotel locations - backed up by our massive experience in ANZAC

commemorative touring. 

Why would you want to travel with anyone else?

Warmest wishes,

Euan Landsborough, Managing Director and Tour Designer 

P.S. Visit our website for more information about our ANZAC Commemorative Tours, read the latest Albatross traveller tour

reviews and view our ANZAC image and video library. Go to www.albatrosstours.com.

Welcome, 

‘I came on this tour seeking a better understanding and

appreciation of the sacrifices made by the brave Aussies on the

Western Front. This was an unforgettable journey which will

remain with me forever.’  Rodney

‘We had never taken an organised tour before and to be honest

we had heard some horror stories from dissatisfied tourists and

advised never to go on one. This tour would easily be the

smartest thing we've ever done as far as holidays go and I am

now looking forward to our next little adventure.’  David
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2015 ANZAC Commemorative Tours 

Imagine being there on ANZAC Day in the still of the morning, with the mist and

damp air hovering over lines of white gravestones. Then, as dawn breaks, the

haunting Last Post is sounded by the bugler.  Join us on the Western Front at

Villers-Bretonneux as we commemorate the sacrifice and valour of a generation

who long ago fought and died so far from home.

ANZAC DAY ON THE SOMME - 6 day tour _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 6

Departs 21 April 2015

Our shorter, simpler ANZAC Day on the Somme tour is ideally suited to

travellers with constraints on time. This tried and tested programme is led

by a specialist Battlefield Tour Manager and focuses specifically on the

commemorative sites of the Somme battlefields. Staying four nights in the

very heart of Amiens, close to Villers-Bretonneux allows for comprehensive

sightseeing, quality touring and easy access to the moving ANZAC Day Dawn

Service.  Note: No War Historians on this tour

ANZAC DAY ON THE WESTERN FRONT - 10 day tour _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 8

Departs 18 April 2015 with War Historian on tour 

A very special tour timed to be in the heart of the Somme for the ANZAC

Day commemorations. Starting in Paris we stay four nights in the wonderful

gothic city of Ypres, where we enjoy visits to picture perfect Bruges, the

cemeteries and fields of Flanders, and attend the moving ‘Last Post’ under

the Menin Gate in Ypres. In the Somme, we stay three nights in the centre of

Amiens – a perfect location to explore the area and attend the ANZAC Day

services and commemorations at Villers-Bretonneux.      

ANZAC Day on the Western Front Tours

With the ANZAC Day commemoration crowds long gone, sensitive, in-depth

touring, led by our highly experienced Battlefield Guides, becomes a more

personal, incredibly rewarding experience. 

ALL QUIET ON THE SOMME - 5 day tour _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 11

Departs 27 April 2015

This Somme tour has been specifically designed to appeal to anyone

planning to commemorate ANZAC Day at Gallipoli and wishing to complete

their commemorative journey by ‘bolting on’ a fascinating Western Front

tour.  Staying three nights in Amiens, close to Villers-Bretonneux, allows for

comprehensive sightseeing and quality touring.

THE COMPLETE ANZAC EXPERIENCE - 14 day tour _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 13

Our ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ tours have been specially timed to

commence immediately following the end of our ‘The Spirit of Gallipoli’ tours.

This way you can easily combine these two fascinating tours creating a 14

day ‘The Complete ANZAC Experience’. 

THE SPIRIT OF GALLIPOLI – 7 day tour  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 14

Our unique Gallipoli tour offers the most in-depth ANZAC commemorative

touring experience during those ‘other’ European Summer months, when

the vast ANZAC Day crowds have long disappeared. Following two

fascinating nights in Istanbul, we stay three nights in the Gallipoli region to

enable our highly experienced Battlefield Guides to unfold in detail the

compelling stories on the very sites where the ANZAC legend was born.

ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT - 8 day tour _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 16

These summer departures are specifically designed for those wanting to

experience a fascinating Western Front commemorative tour in the

European Summer. Staying three nights in Ypres (Flanders) and three nights

in Amiens (the Somme) this tried and tested tour provides a fascinating and

memorable commemorative touring experience. Led by our expert

Battlefield Guides, you know you will be in the very best hands.

TURKEY, GALLIPOLI ANDTHE OTTOMANS – 15 day tour  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _pg 18

Perfect for those wishing to combine in-depth commemorative sightseeing

across the Gallipoli peninsula with extended touring south to Pergamum,

Ephesus and Kusadasi, and inland to the limestone cascades and spas of

Pamukkale and the fairy chimneys and caves of historic Cappadocia.  

Gallipoli & Western Front Tours 

POST ANZAC DAY DEPARTURE – 27 April 2015           

In 2015 we will run a  5 day and an 8 day tour

departure specifically timed to be enjoyed

immediately after the ANZAC Day Commem-

orations, when the crowds have all disappeared, and it has become 

‘All Quiet on the Western Front’. These superb tours are particularly

appealing to anyone planning to commemorate ANZAC Day at Gallipoli

and wishing to complete their commemorative journey by ‘bolting on’

a fascinating Western Front tour. 

See the ‘All Quiet on the Somme’ tour on page 11 and the  ‘All Quiet on the

Western Front’ tour on page 16 

(Photo courtesy of the Australian Department of Defence)
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Albatross Tours…

Come share our love of Europe

discoverDiscover a different style of touring… 

Tours designed for you
Albatross tours have been specifically designed for you -  the

Australian and New Zealand traveller. People like you travelling to

the far side of the world, and wanting more from their escorted

coach tour than a few hurried, all too brief visits and repetitive, long

intercity drives.  That is why we ensure the touring pace is always

so much more sensible!  Longer stays in each destination provide

you with far more time for sightseeing, and a more fulfilling overall

touring experience. That is also why we make sure each tour is

genuinely inclusive, with NO additional ‘on tour’ costs.  We know

Australians and New Zealanders can be uneasy with tipping, so we

have even included all ‘on tour’ gratuities and end of tour tips.

Smaller, more personal groups
Our ANZAC Day Western Front tours in April have a maximum

group size of just 40 people. And, our group sizes on our May to

September departures are even smaller with a maximum of only

30 people.  Our smaller, more personal group sizes means there is

less time wasted getting on and off the coach and there will

always be a noticeable number of spare seats providing you with

that essential extra ‘elbow room’.  Plus, a more manageable group

size leads to a higher level of personal service.

Experience you can trust
All our tours are tried, tested and proven. Over the past decade

thousands of Australians and New Zealanders have travelled with

us to Gallipoli and the Western Front.  Together we have retraced

the steps of the 'Diggers', from ANZAC Cove and Lone Pine to the

tragedy of the Western Front, from the staggering devastation of

the trench warfare of the Somme battlefields to the moving 'Last

Post' under the Menin Gate in Ypres. Our Albatross traveller

feedback endorses the fact that Albatross Tours deliver the most

memorable and fulfilling commemorative touring experience, as

well as offering exceptional value for money.

We understand that for many of our valued clients, a visit to

the Western Front is a pilgrimage of sorts – a once in a lifetime

chance to visit and pay your respects to relatives and loved ones

who fought and died here.  Where possible, we will make every

effort to accommodate requests, received from our travellers in

advance of joining the tour, to visit specific cemeteries and/or

memorials.  Please see our Booking Conditions for further details. 
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Visit www.albatrosstours.com to discover more about the Albatross style of touring.

Photo courtesy of the Australian Department of Defence



Our Expert War Historian           

Our ANZAC Day on the Western Front tour includes

the services of an expert War Historian, who has

handled numerous Albatross ANZAC tour groups

before and will be on hand to bring to life those tragic campaigns

of long ago.  Your War Historian’s intimate background

knowledge helps separate fact from fable and provides

numerous fascinating insights into the lifestyle and living

conditions of the legendary ‘Diggers’. 

Our Hotels - Location, Location, Location
Experience tells us how critical central hotel locations are to

ensure these special programmes work smoothly. That is why you

will see we make a point in providing you each hotel name, and

where our hotels are located.  Quality hotels are in short supply

throughout the whole of the Somme and Flanders regions. We

always select hotels in Ypres and Amiens that are in premium,

central locations. Most importantly, their excellent location in

each region is pivotal to delivering the best possible ANZAC

commemorative touring experience.   

In the Somme we stay 3 or 4 nights in Amiens, with its glorious

gothic Cathedral. The majority of key commemorative sites such

as Villers-Bretonneux, Pozières, Le Hamel and Thiepval are all very

close by.     

In Flanders we always stay in the very centre of Ypres old town

near the famous Menin Gate where the Last Post is sounded each

evening.  All key commemorative sights are nearby and the

hotel’s location so close to Cloth Hall in the huge gothic central

square, adds enjoyment to your time at leisure.

For Gallipoli we stay across the narrow neck of the Dardanelles at

the bustling port of Canakkale.  

OUR EXPERT 
WAR 

HISTORIAN

Our Experienced Battlefield Guides    
Our team on the Western Front includes noted Guides who are

members of the Guild of Battlefield Guides and experienced

specialist Battlefield Tour Managers who have worked with

Albatross Tours for many years. In Turkey our guides have received

special on site historical training by our expert Australian War

Historian.

On an Albatross Tour you will never hear any dubious or vague

historical commentaries. Instead your specialist Battlefield Tour

Manager will separate fact from fiction (and truth is often stranger

than fiction!) and they will ensure the perfect planning and

implementation of your Gallipoli or Western Front 'campaigns'.     

Join us on our ANZAC Commemorative Tours
and experience the Albatross Difference…
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DAY 1 - 21 APRIL     PARIS                                                                                       

Your tour commences in your Paris hotel this evening. We have included a

welcome drink and dinner. This is an ideal chance to meet and get to know

your specialist Battlefield Tour Manager and fellow travellers.  (D)                                   

Your Paris Hotel: Ibis Paris Montmartre or Novotel Hotel Paris La Defense

DAY 2 - 22 APRIL     AMIENS                                                                                     

We depart Paris and travel north to Fromelles to visit VC Corner (Australian

Cemetery), Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery and the Australian

Memorial Park at Fromelles, scene of Australia’s first major battle on the

Western Front.  We also visit the new Fromelles museum. From here we travel

across the old Bullecourt battlefield to view the moving statue of an

Australian soldier at the Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial. Your home for the next

4 nights is the city of Amiens.  In 1918 Australian soldiers played a prominent

part in the defence of the city.  Our hotels are superbly located in the very

heart of Amiens, within easy walking distance of all the major sights.  (B)

Your Amiens hotel: Ibis Styles Amiens Cathedrale or Campanile Amiens Centre

Gare or Ibis Amiens Centre Cathedrale  

DAY 3 - 23 APRIL    AMIENS                                                                                      

Today we experience the tragedy of the 1916 Somme battlefield including

the Australian memorials at Pozières, which recall the loss of 23,000 men in

six weeks.  Also visited today are the vast and tragic Thiepval Memorial to

the Missing of the Somme, and the Newfoundland Memorial Park. A snack

lunch has been included today. (B, L)   

Anzac Day on the Somme
6 days, departs Paris 21 April 2015

Albatross gives you more…

The Albatross Difference

�
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�
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Experience the moving ANZAC Day dawn service at Villers-

Bretonneux and local morning service hosted by the village

Mayor

Stay 4 nights in the centre of Amiens, superbly located to

access all the major Commemorative sights 

Gain a deeper insight into the life of the diggers from our

specialist Battlefield Tour Manager

See the 2nd Australian Division memorial at Mont St Quentin

and the Australian Corps Memorial at Le Hamel 

Visit the Franco Australian Museum at the Victoria School in

Villers-Bretonneux, new Fromelles Museum

Be professionally guided throughout the Somme

Commemorative sites including the Australian National

Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, Fromelles Memorials,

Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial, Adelaide Cemetery, Australian

Memorials at Pozières, the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing

of the Somme and the Newfoundland Memorial Park

14 years experience operating Western Front tours

Less time on
coaches,
average 109
kms travelled
each day

Maximum
40
passengers 

Over $400
value of extras
already
included - no
hidden costs

Personal
audio
system
whilst on
tour

Guaranteed
to depart
with 10 
or more
passengers

Our ANZAC Day on the Somme tour is ideally suited for those of you with

restraints on time. This tried and tested programme is led by a specialist

Battlefield Tour Manager and focuses specifically on the commemorative

sites of the Somme battlefields. Staying four nights in the very heart of

Amiens, close to Villers-Bretonneux allows for comprehensive sightseeing,

quality touring and easy access to the moving ANZAC Day Dawn Service.

max
Genuinely
Inclusive 

ANZAC Day 2013 at Villers-Bretonneux (Photo courtesy of the Australian Department of Defence)



•  All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing as described in

the itinerary

•  Fully escorted by our specialist Battlefield Tour Manager

•  Personal audio system whilst on tour

•  Travel by first class air-conditioned coaches

•  End of tour tips to your Tour Manager and Driver

•  5 nights in tourist class hotels as described

•  Breakfast daily, 1 snack lunch, 2 dinners including farewell

dinner in Amiens

•  Welcome drink Paris

•  All entrance fees as per the itinerary

•  Extensive touring of the Somme Battlefields

Tour Inclusions

6 days only $1,949pp twin share
Single supplement $589

Tour Price  (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

DAY 4 - 24 APRIL     AMIENS                                                                                     

Today we explore the 1918 Somme Battlefields including the Adelaide

Cemetery (site of the exhumation of Australia’s Unknown Soldier in

November 1993) and the Australian National Memorial at Villers-

Bretonneux.  It was here on April 25, 1918, exactly 3 years after the Gallipoli

landings, that Australian courage and determination provided a stunning

victory that ended the German advance in this area. It is a place to think

about how Australia’s story on the Western Front between 1916 and 1918

has been commemorated. We have included a visit to the fascinating

Franco-Australian Museum at the Victoria Primary School in the village of

Villers-Bretonneux. Later we visit the Australian Corps Memorial at Le Hamel

and the 2nd Australian Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin, on the

outskirts of the historical town of Péronne. (B)  

DAY 5 - 25 APRIL     AMIENS - ANZAC DAY                                                                                       

This morning we attend the Dawn Service at the Australian National

Memorial near Villers Bretonneux.  At the conclusion of the Dawn Service,

we attend the local community service, led by the Mayor, at the French

monument near the town hall in Villers Bretonneux.  A breakfast pack has

been included today.  In 1918 Australian soldiers played a prominent part

in the defence of the city of Amiens.  Your Battlefield Tour Manager 

will accompany you to visit one of the gems of French medieval

architecture - Amiens Cathedral, where the Australian and New Zealand

soldiers have been honoured.   The rest of your day is at leisure in the

delightful town of Amiens.   This evening you enjoy a farewell dinner in a

local restaurant. (B, D)  

DAY 6 - 26 APRIL     TO PARIS                                                                                       

Departing Amiens we visit Compiègne, where the Armistice of 11

November 1918 was signed.  Your Western Front Tour ends on arrival in Paris.

Drop off points will be Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport and Paris Gare du

Nord station.  We recommend that you do not book flights or trains that

depart Paris before 3pm today.  (B)
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The Somme

Pozieres

Fromelles

Thiepval

Villers-Bretonneux   

Le Hamel
Mont St Quentin

PARIS

AMIENS

1

FRANCE

BELGIUM

Bullecourt
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Compiegne

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences

‘This tour was exactly what we
wanted and had hoped for. Our
guide’s knowledge of the WWI
history added so much value to the
overall experience. Nothing was
too much trouble and there was a
real willingness to accommodate
our wishes to visit additional sites.
The highlight was the Dawn Service and the return visit the
next day to Villers-Bretonneux without the crowds to enjoy
personal time to reflect.’  Joy

2nd Australian Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin



Anzac Day on the Western Front
10 days,  departs Paris 18 April 2015

Absorb the full reality and tragedy of the trench warfare and gain a

deeper insight into the life of the diggers, with commentary by our

expert War Historian and specialist Battlefield Tour Manager

All hotels located to access all the major Commemorative sights 

Experience the ANZAC Day dawn service at Villers-Bretonneux 

Be moved by the Last Post at the Menin Gate and visit ‘In Flanders

Fields’ Museum 

Visit the Flanders Commemorative sites including Messines, Hill 60,

PolygonWood, Essex Farm Cemetery, Tyne Cot, Toronto Avenue

Cemetery, Island of Ireland Peace Park and explore Hooge Crater

Cemetery and Museum 

Visit the Somme Commemorative sites including the Australian

National Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, Fromelles Memorials &

Museum, Vimy Ridge, Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial, Adelaide

Cemetery, Australian Memorials at Pozières, the Ulster Tower

Memorial, Newfoundland Memorial Park and the Thiepval Memorial

to the Missing of the Somme

Visit Franco-Australian Museum at Victoria Primary School in Villers-

Bretonneux

14 years experience operating Western Front tours

Albatross gives you more…
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Services of an expert War Historian are
included on this tour.        

Our expert Tour Manager/War Historian will add so much depth to this tour

and ensure you have a tremendously fulfilling experience.
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OUR EXPERT 
WAR 

HISTORIAN

Imagine being there on ANZAC Day in the still of the morning, with

the mist and damp air hovering over lines of white gravestones. Then,

as dawn breaks, the haunting Last Post is sounded by the bugler.

Come join us on the Western Front at Villers-Bretonneux as we

commemorate the sacrifice and valour of a generation who long ago

fought and died so far from home. Over the years we have handled

numerous commemorative tours to the Somme and Flanders

battlefields. Your Tour  Manager/War Historian has been specially

selected as they are experts in these regions and are well versed in the

path our ‘Diggers’ trod nearly a century ago. They separate fact from

fiction and bring to life the whole tragic Western Front campaign.

Specially designed by our expert War Historian, this tour offers you a

unique and personal experience.

DAY 1 - 18 APRIL     PARIS                                                                                       

Your tour commences in your Paris hotel this evening. We have included

a welcome drink and dinner. This is an ideal chance to meet and get to

know your Tour Manager and fellow travellers. (D)               

Your Paris hotel: Mercure Paris Montmartre

DAY 2 - 19 APRIL     PARIS                                                                                     

This morning we enjoy a Paris panoramic tour which will bring alive the

city from the Eiffel Tower, Champs Elysées and Arc de Triomphe (including

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier), to the Louvre and Notre Dame. Your

afternoon and evening are at leisure. (B)

The Albatross Difference

Less time on
coaches,
average 94
kms travelled
each day

Maximum
40
passengers

Over $1,000
value of extras
already
included - no
hidden costs

Personal
audio
system
whilst on
tour

Guaranteed
to depart
with 10 
or more
passengers

max
Genuinely
Inclusive 

Dawn Service Villers-Bretonneux (Photo courtesy of the Australian Department of Defence)



DAY 3 - 20 APRIL     YPRES                                                                                     

We depart Paris and our first stop is a visit to the Adelaide Cemetery (site

of the exhumation of Australia’s Unknown Soldier in November 1993)

before arriving at the Australian National Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux.

It was here on April 25, 1918, exactly 3 years after the Gallipoli landings,

that Australian courage and determination provided a stunning victory

that ended the German advance in this area. It is a place to think about

how Australia’s story on the Western Front between 1916 and 1918 has

been commemorated. Driving on, across the uplands of the Somme, our

next visit is to the Australian Corps Memorial at Le Hamel and finally to the

2nd Australian Division memorial at Mont St Quentin, on the outskirts of

the historical town of Péronne.  

All in all, these first battlefield visits provide the perfect context for our

touring over the next few days. Later this afternoon we continue to Ypres

where we stay the next four nights. Between 1916 and 1918 thousands of

Australian and New Zealand soldiers came to Ypres where some of the

heaviest fighting in World War 1 took place. Completely destroyed in the

war, the town was lovingly re-built carefully restoring the grand old

buildings and picturesque square. Tonight, after dinner, you can attend

the sounding of the Last Post at the Menin Gate, a moving ceremony

repeated every night since 1928. (B, D)

Your Ypres hotel: Novotel Ieper Centrum or Best Western Flanders Lodge

DAY 4 - 21 APRIL     YPRES                                                                                     

Today will be enjoyed in Ypres.  Our walking tour takes us through the

centre of town to the magnificent Cloth Hall, St Georges Chapel and St

Martin’s Church. We will also visit the beautiful Ypres Ramparts Cemetery

and walk on top of the ramparts to the Menin Gate Memorial, the British

Empire’s tribute to the missing from the battles around Ypres.  Highlight

of your day will be a visit to ‘In Flanders Fields’ Museum - a remarkable

interactive experience of World War 1, located in the Cloth Hall.  The rest

of your day is free in this delightful gothic town.  (B)

DAY 5 - 22 APRIL     YPRES                                                                                       

A day to discover the battlefields and memorials associated with some of

the most costly operations fought in by Australian soldiers – the battles of

the ‘Flanders Offensive’ of June to November 1917. In the morning we visit

the site of the Battle of Messines, the beautiful Toronto Avenue Cemetery

and the Island of Ireland Peace Park. Later we drive up the famous Menin

Road to visit Hooge Crater Cemetery and Museum (this small, private

museum is in a renovated Chapel and small school), the 5th Australian

Division Memorial in Polygon Wood, Hill 60 and the British

Commonwealth’s largest war cemetery at Tyne Cot. What happened in

this area east of Ypres in 1917 was eventually summed up in one terrible

word - Passchendaele!  (B)

DAY 6 - 23 APRIL     YPRES                                                                                       

We have included a delightful excursion today to the charming city of

Bruges. Recognised as one of Europe’s best preserved medieval cities,

Bruges is riddled with canals, bridges and quiet back streets and is often

called the Venice of the North. Wander the quaint and picturesque

cobbled streets lined with tiny lace boutiques, tempting chocolate shops

and cosy cafes. Maybe take a cruise along the canals or a ride in a

traditional horse drawn carriage through the old town to admire the

historic architecture. Or simply relax in one of the pavement cafes on the

glorious old market square. On our return drive we will stop to visit the

Essex Farm Cemetery, a site forever associated with the composition of

the poem ‘In Flanders Field’. (B)

DAY 7 - 24 APRIL     AMIENS                                                                                       

Today we journey through the old Western Front battlefields from Ypres

in Belgium to Amiens in France. After crossing the border, we will stop at

VC Corner (Australian Cemetery), Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military

Cemetery and the Australian Memorial Park at Fromelles, scene of

Australia’s first major battle on the Western Front. We also visit the new

Fromelles museum. From there we visit the most spectacular British

Commonwealth memorial in France – the Canadian National Memorial

on Vimy Ridge.  Before heading into Amiens, we will travel across the old

Bullecourt battlefield and view the moving statue of an Australian soldier

at the Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial.  A packed lunch, and dinner has been

included today. Your hotel for the next three nights is located in the very

heart of town.  (B, L, D)                                                
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Ypres, Belgium – Image courtesy of City of Ypres – Tijl Capoen

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences



10

•  All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing as described in

the itinerary

•  Fully escorted by our specialist Battlefield Tour 

Manager/War Historian

• Personal audio system whilst on tour

•  First class air-conditioned touring coach

•  End of tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local Paris guide

•  9 nights accommodation as described

•  Breakfast daily, 2 snack lunches 

•  4 dinners including  farewell dinner in Amiens

•  Welcome drink Paris

•  All entrances as per itinerary

•  Extensive touring of the WW1 Battlefields

Your Amiens hotel: Mercure Amiens Cathedrale or Express by Holiday Inn

Amiens 

DAY 8 - 25 APRIL     AMIENS – ANZAC DAY                                                                                           

ANZAC Day will be special! A ceremony with military uniforms, slouch-

hats, Ambassadors and dignitaries, army bands, national anthems, the Last

Post, crowds of visitors as well as the local population of this small French

village which will “never forget Australia”.  This morning we attend the

Dawn Service at the Australian National Memorial near Villers Bretonneux.

At the conclusion of the Dawn Service, we attend the local community

service, led by the Mayor, at the French monument near the town hall in

Villers Bretonneux. A breakfast pack has been included today.  Also visited

today is the Franco Australian Museum at the Victoria School in the village.

Return to your hotel mid morning.  In 1918 Australian soldiers played a

prominent part in the defence of the city of Amiens.  Today we visit one

of the gems of French medieval architecture - Amiens Cathedral, where

the Australian and New Zealand soldiers have been honoured.   The rest

of your day and evening are at leisure in the delightful town of Amiens. (B)

DAY 9 - 26 APRIL     AMIENS                                                                                           

Today we experience the tragedy of the 1916 Somme battlefield including

the Australian memorials at Pozières, which recall the loss of 23,000 men

in six weeks.  Later we visit the vast and tragic Thiepval Memorial to the

Missing of the Somme, the Ulster Tower Memorial to the 36th Ulster

Division and the Newfoundland Memorial Park. A snack lunch is included

today. Return to Amiens where this evening you enjoy a farewell dinner in

a local restaurant. (B, L, D)

DAY 10 - 27 APRIL     TO PARIS                                                                                           

Sadly your Western Front Tour ends this morning after breakfast as you 

are transfered to Paris to arrive around midday.  Drop off points will be

Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport and Paris Gare du Nord station. We

recommend that you do not book flights or trains that depart Paris before

2pm today.  (B)

Tour Inclusions

‘Having been on other bus tours, this tour exceeded our
expectations. Our tour guide and historian were very
knowledgeable and their commentary was not only
interesting and informative but also relevant to the sites we
visited. Both demonstrated superb ‘customer service’ skills,
displaying patience, tact and above all – good humour. We
wish to particularly thank our tour manager for his
assistance in organising a private visit to a cemetery. We
have no hesitation in recommending this tour to our friends
and colleagues, or anyone seeking a unique insight into the
events of WW1 on the Western Front.’  Steven & Pam

10 days only $3,787pp twin share
Single supplement $989

Tour Price  (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

Martin Neagle’s headstone, Polygon Wood  (Photo courtesy of Julie Reece) (Photo courtesy of the Australian Department of Defence)



11

Albatross gives you more…
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DAY 1 - 27 APRIL     PARIS 

Your tour commences in your Paris hotel this evening. We have included a

welcome drink and dinner. This is an ideal chance to meet and get to know

your specialist Battlefield Tour Manager and fellow travellers.  (D)                                           

Your Paris Hotel: Ibis Paris Montmartre or Timhotel Berthier or Opera Cadet   

DAY 2 - 28 APRIL     AMIENS

We depart Paris and travel north to Fromelles to visit VC Corner (Australian

Cemetery), Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery and the Australian

Memorial Park at Fromelles, scene of Australia’s first major battle on the

Western Front.  We also visit the new Fromelles museum. From here we

travel across the old Bullecourt battlefield to view the moving statue of an

Australian soldier at the Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial. Your home for the

next 3 nights is the city of Amiens.  In 1918 Australian soldiers played a

prominent part in the defence of the city.  Our hotels are superbly located

in Amiens, within easy walking distance of all the major sights.  Make sure

you visit one of the gems of French medieval architecture - Amiens

Cathedral, where the Australian and New Zealand soldiers have been

honoured. (B)

All Quiet on the Somme
5 days, departs Paris 27 April 2015

11

Stay 3 nights in the centre of Amiens, superbly located to

access all the major Commemorative sights 

Gain a deeper insight into the life of the diggers from

our specialist Battlefield Tour Manager

See the 2nd Australian Division memorial at Mont St

Quentin and the Australian Corps Memorial at Le Hamel 

Be professionally guided throughout the Somme

Commemorative sites including the Australian National

Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, Fromelles Memorials,

Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial, Adelaide Cemetery,

Australian Memorials at Pozières, the Thiepval Memorial

to the Missing of the Somme and the Newfoundland

Memorial Park

Visit Franco-Australian Museum at Victoria Primary

School in Villers-Bretonneux

14  years experience operating Western Front tours

The Albatross Difference

Less time on
coaches,
average 131
kms travelled
each day

Maximum
40
passengers 

Over $400
value of extras
already
included - no
hidden costs

Personal
audio
system
whilst on
tour

Guaranteed
to depart
with 10 
or more
passengers

max
Genuinely
Inclusive 

Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux

This programme is led by a specialist Battlefield Tour Manager and focuses

specifically on the commemorative sites of the Somme battlefields. Staying

three nights in Amiens, close to Villers-Bretonneux, allows for

comprehensive sightseeing and quality touring.

This Somme tour has been specifically designed to
appeal to anyone planning to commemorate
ANZAC Day at Gallipoli and wishing to complete
their commemorative journey by ‘bolting on’ a
fascinating Western Front tour.  
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•  All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing as described in

the itinerary

•  Fully escorted by our specialist Battlefield Tour Manager

•  Personal audio system whilst on tour

•  Travel by first class air-conditioned coaches

•  End of tour tips to your Tour Manager and Driver

•  4 nights in tourist class hotels as described

•  Breakfast daily, 1 snack lunch, 2 dinners including farewell

dinner in Amiens

•  Welcome drink Paris

•  All entrance fees as per the itinerary

•  Extensive touring of the Somme Battlefields

Your Amiens hotel: Mercure Amiens or Ibis Styles Amiens Cathedral or

Campanile Amiens Centre Gare

DAY 3 - 29 APRIL     AMIENS 

Today we experience the tragedy of the 1916 Somme battlefield including

the Australian memorials at Pozières, which recall the loss of 23,000 men in

six weeks.  Also visited today are the vast and tragic Thiepval Memorial to

the Missing of the Somme, and the Newfoundland Memorial Park. A snack

lunch has been included today. (B, L) 

DAY 4 - 30 APRIL     AMIENS 

Our first visit today is to the 2nd Australian Division memorial at Mont St

Quentin, on the outskirts of the historical town of Péronne.  Driving across

the uplands of the Somme, we visit the Australian Corps Memorial at Le

Hamel. This afternoon is dedicated to Villers Bretonneux. It was here on April

25, 1918, exactly 3 years after the Gallipoli landings, that Australian courage

and determination provided a stunning victory that ended the German

advance in this area. It is a place to think about how Australia’s story on the

Western Front between 1916 and 1918 has been commemorated.  

You will visit the fascinating Franco Australian Museum at the Victoria

School in the village, with its extensive collection of memorabilia, and the

Australian National Memorial.  Our last stop is a visit to the Adelaide

Cemetery (site of the exhumation of Australia’s Unknown Soldier in

November 1993).  Return to Amiens where this evening you enjoy a farewell

dinner in a local restaurant. (B, D)    

DAY 5 - 1 MAY     TO PARIS 

Departing Amiens we visit Compiègne, where the Armistice of 11

November 1918 was signed.  Your Western Front Tour ends on arrival in Paris.

Drop off points will be Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport and Paris Gare du

Nord station.  We recommend that you do not book flights or trains that

depart Paris before 3pm today.  (B)

Tour Inclusions
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The Somme

Pozieres

Fromelles

Thiepval

Villers-Bretonneux   

Le Hamel
Mont St Quentin

PARIS

AMIENS

1

FRANCE

BELGIUM

Bullecourt

3

5 days  only $1,687pp twin share
Single supplement $489  

Tour Price  (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

For anyone wanting a more
in-depth and comprehensive
Western Front tour that
includes both the Flanders
and Somme Battlefields,
please see details of our 8
day All Quiet on the Western
Front tour on Page 16.  

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences

The Cross of Sacrifice, Adelaide Cemetery (Photo courtesy of Julie Reece)
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The Complete ANZAC Experience
14 days – Multiple departures between May and September

All departures of our ‘The Spirit of Gallipoli’ tour departing between

May and September have been specially timed to end on the same

day as our fascinating ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ tour begins.

By easily combining these two intriguing tours you have a unique

opportunity to create a memorable 14 day ‘The Complete ANZAC

Experience’, taking you from the waters edge at ANZAC Cove, up the

barren Gallipoli escarpments to the Nek and Lone Pine, and then across

the haunting landscape and emotive sites of Flanders and the ‘bloody

Somme’. For details refer to ‘The Spirit of Gallipoli’ tour on page 14 and

‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ tour on page 16.

Plus, by combining these two tours we will offer you a frequent

traveller discount of $200 per person off the price of the second tour.

(Note: to connect these two tours you need to fly from Istanbul to Paris. Flight
arrangements NOT included)

Complete the ANZAC story by combining our Gallipoli & Western Front tours!

TURKEY

2 1

3

ISTANBUL

CANAKKALE

Aegean Sea

Troy

Cape Helles
Lone Pine
Anzac Cove

Gallipoli battlefields

Dardanelle
s

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences
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Poziers

PARIS

Vimy
Bullecourt

Thiepval

BELGIUM

FRANCE

Villers-Bretonneux   

Mont St Quentin

Peronne

Le Hamel  
3

1

Tyne Cot/Passchendaele

Bruges

The Somme

Flanders

Fromelles

Hill 60

YPRES 3

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences

The Spirit of Gallipoli

All Quiet on the
Western Front



DAY 1      ISTANBUL                                                                                          

You will be met at Istanbul Ataturk airport and transferred to your hotel.

This evening join your fellow travelling companions and Turkish Guide for

a traditional Turkish kebab dinner in a local restaurant.  (D)                                      

Your Istanbul Hotel – Innova Sultanahmet Hotel. Located in the historical

Sultanahmet district, this hotel boasts 74 air conditioned guest rooms,

elegantly decorated with modern furniture and a location in the heart of

Istanbul’s historical peninsula.  There is also a panoramic roof terrace with

beautiful views over the sea of Marmara. See www.innovasultanahmet.com

DAY 2     ISTANBUL                                                                                      

Straddling 2 continents – Europe and Asia – Istanbul dates back

thousands of years and its grand monuments bear testament to ancient

empires and the Byzantine and Ottoman eras. First stop of the day will be

at the Byzantine Hippodrome, now known as Sultanahmet Square, to visit

one of the world’s great religious sites - the magnificent Blue Mosque. 

The highlight of your day will be a tour of Topkapi Palace (formerly the

Sultan’s Palace), home to the treasures of the Ottoman Empire and visiting

the fourth century, Yerabatan underground cisterns which riddle the

foundations of the city. Your tour of Istanbul would not be complete

without the exotic experience of having Turkish tea at the Caferaga

Medresesi (originally a 16th century Ottoman school of culture, paintings

and ceramics).  Here you will be able to sample varieties of Turkish coffee,

traditional apple tea and, if you wish, try a ‘Shisha’ (waterpipe). Your

evening is at leisure. (B) 

DAY 3    GALLIPOLI                                                                                       

Departing Istanbul we drive to the Gallipoli Peninsula, where our ‘Gallipoli

Campaign’ begins.  After time at leisure for lunch in Gelibolu (Gallipoli

town) we journey to Cape Helles on the remote tip of the Gallipoli

peninsula. Here, at the most south-westerly corner of Europe, is the British

Commonwealth’s main monument to the whole Gallipoli campaign – the

Helles Memorial. All Australian & New Zealand units which fought on the

peninsula between April and December 1915 are commemorated here.

On the outside walls of the memorial, along with thousands of other Allied

The Spirit of Gallipoli
7 days – Multiple departures from Istanbul – May to September 2015

Albatross gives you more…

The Albatross Difference
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Spend 3 nights in the Gallipoli region sensitively exploring the

whole campaign from the moving memorials on Cape Helles to

the barren hills and rugged landscape surrounding Lone Pine

Gain a deeper insight into the life of the diggers from our

specialist Turkish Battlefield Tour Guide

Pay your respects as part of a private morning commemoration

at ANZAC Cove and gain an insight into the Turkish story in an

evening presentation by a Turkish Historian

Visit ANZAC Cove, Beach Cemetery, Lone Pine, Shrapnel Valley,

Walker’s Ridge, the Nek and the surrounding trenches, Kabatebe

Museum and the Commonwealth and Turkish Memorials on

Cape Helles

Spend 3 nights in exotic Istanbul and visit the Blue Mosque,

Sultanahmet Square, the Underground Cisterns, and Topkapi

Palace 

Visit ancient Troy, explore the Grand Bazaar and enjoy Turkish tea

at the historic Caferaga Medresesi

14 years experience operating Gallipoli Commemorative tours

Lone Pine

Less time on
coaches,
average 110
kms travelled
each day

Maximum
30
passengers 

Over $600
value of extras
already
included - no
hidden costs

Guaranteed
to depart
with 10 
or more
passengers

max

 

Genuinely
Inclusive 



•  All sightseeing, scenic drives, excursions and entrances as

described in the itinerary

•  Fully escorted by an experienced Turkish Tour Guide

•  First class coach for transfers and touring

•  End of tour tips to Turkish Tour Guide and driver

•  6 nights selected accommodation as described

•   Hotel porterage (1 bag per person)

•  Arrival and departure airport transfers in Istanbul (Ataturk

Airport only)

•  Breakfast daily

•  5 dinners including welcome and farewell dinners in Istanbul

•   Turkish tea at Caferaga Medresesi, lunch at Kum Hotel on

Gallipoli Peninsula

•  Private commemoration at ANZAC Cove and evening

presentation by a local Turkish historian

•  Entrance fees to Topkapi Palace, Underground Cisterns,

Kabatepe Museum & Troy

Tour Inclusions

servicemen, are the names of hundreds of Australian and New Zealand

infantrymen who died in battle on this, the Helles Front, and ‘have no

known grave’. Theirs is a forgotten story of the ANZAC struggle at Gallipoli.

From the heights of the spectacular Turkish Memorial – the Canakkale

Martyrs Memorial – we view the mouth of the Straits of the Dardanelles,

that great waterway which was the primary Allied objective of the

Gallipoli campaign. 

Later we cross the Dardanelles to Canakkale town where we stay for the

next three nights, allowing us to properly immerse ourselves into the

conflict and tragedy that evolved almost 100 years ago. This evening we

have invited a local historian to join us and give an interesting overview

of the Gallipoli Campaign from the Turkish perspective.  (B, D)       

Your Canakkale Hotel – Truva Hotel. Recently fully refurbished and centrally

located on the Canakkale town foreshore, the Truva Hotel has a large shady

outside café terrace overlooking the narrows of the Dardanelles.  

DAY 4     GALLIPOLI                                                                                     

Our Gallipoli Campaign continues today.  The peninsula is filled with

cemeteries, a war museum and many memorials to the tragic events of

1915. As you enter this almost barren land, you can still sense the war and

heartache that once dominated the landscape, breaking the silent air.  Our

expert guides have handled numerous special ANZAC Day

commemorative tours and worked closely with our team of War

Historians. Their intimate background knowledge separates fact from

fiction and provides numerous fascinating insights into the lifestyle and

living conditions of the legendary ‘ANZAC Diggers’. 

Our first visits will be to Anzac Cove and Beach Cemetery – now home to

one of Australia's most legendary soldiers, Private John Simpson. We will

then trace the steps of the ANZACs up into the rugged hills to visit the

ANZAC Memorials at Lone Pine and Chunuk Bair. Amongst the numerous

sights also visited will be Shrapnel Valley, Walker’s Ridge, the Nek and the

surrounding trenches. Our last stop on the Gallipoli Peninsula will be the

Kabatepe War Museum with its absorbing collection of war relics and

memorabilia. We have included lunch at a nearby hotel. (B, L, D)   

DAY 5     GALLIPOLI                                                                                        

A special day has been planned. Departing early we will cross the

Dardanelles and gather under the early morning sun for a private wreath

laying ceremony to commemorate the tragic events of 25th April 1915.

Each member of our small group will be welcome to say a few words and

express their thoughts. It will be your own personal tribute. Maybe a

simple ‘thanks’, a personal poem or a minute of silence.  The choice is

entirely yours. 

Mid morning we will return to our hotel for a late breakfast and then visit

the nearby ruins of the ancient city of Troy, the site of the mythological

battle Homer immortalised in his Illiad. Archaeologists have proved that

there had been nine separate periods of settlement here dating back to

3,000 BC.  Your afternoon is at leisure in Canakkale. (B, D)  

DAY 6     ISTANBUL                                                                                       

Returning to Istanbul we visit the famous Grand Bazaar, a maze of 

65 winding, covered streets and arguably the most famous ‘covered

market’ in the world. In its 4,000 shops you will find Turkish carpets, 

glazed tiles and pottery, copper and brassware, leather clothes and many

other treasures.  Tonight we have included a farewell dinner in a local

restaurant. (B, D)

Your Istanbul Hotel – Innova Sultanahmet Hotel

DAY 7     ISTANBUL                                                                                       

Sadly your tour finishes this morning after breakfast with a transfer to

Istanbul Ataturk airport. (B) 

Would you like to 
see more of amazing
Turkey?

Why not join our unique 
15 day Turkey, Gallipoli and
the Ottomans tour.
See details on page 18.

7 days  only $1,915pp twin share
Single supplement $589  (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

2015 Dates and Prices
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STARTS ENDS STARTS ENDS

10 May  16 May 2 August 8 August

31 May 6 June 23 August 29 August

21 June 27 June 6 September 12 September

12 July 18 July 13 September 19 September

TURKEY

2 1

3

ISTANBUL

CANAKKALE

Aegean Sea

Troy

Cape Helles
Lone Pine
Anzac Cove

Gallipoli battlefields

Dardanelle
s

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences
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DAY 1     PARIS                                                                                       

Your tour commences in your Paris hotel this evening with a welcome drink

and dinner.  This is an ideal chance to meet and get to know your Tour

Manager and fellow travellers. (D)                          

Your Paris hotel: Mercure Paris Montmartre or Crowne Plaza Paris Republique   

DAY 2     YPRES                                                                                     

We travel to Ypres where we stay the next three nights. This afternoon enjoy

a walking tour through the centre of town and see the magnificent Cloth

Hall, St Georges Chapel, Ypres Ramparts Cemetery and the Menin Gate

Memorial, the British Empire’s tribute to the missing from the battles around

Ypres. Highlight of your day will be a visit to ‘In Flanders Fields’ Museum - a

remarkable interactive experience of World War 1, located in the Cloth Hall.

Between 1916 and 1918 thousands of Australian and New Zealand soldiers

came to Ypres where some of the heaviest fighting in World War 1 took

place. Completely destroyed in the war, the town was lovingly re-built

carefully restoring the grand old buildings and picturesque square.  Tonight,

after dinner, you can attend the sounding of the Last Post at the Menin Gate,

a moving ceremony repeated every night since 1928. (B, D)

Your Ypres hotel: Novotel Ieper Centrum or Albion Hotel or Best Western

Flanders Lodge

All Quiet on the Western Front
8 days, departs Paris 27 April 2015

To ensure you get the most memorable and fulfilling commemorative

touring experience, all departures of this Albatross Western Front tour are

led by highly experienced Tour Managers who are specialist Battlefield

Guides, many of who are members of the Guild of Battlefield Guides.

Gain a deeper insight into the life of the diggers from our

specialist Battlefield Tour Manager

Enjoy charming Bruges and the medieval Amiens Cathedral 

Visit the Flanders Commemorative sites including Messines, 

Hill 60, PolygonWood, Essex Farm Cemetery, Tyne Cot, Toronto

Avenue Cemetery, Island of Ireland Peace Park and explore

Hooge Crater Cemetery 

Visit the Somme Commemorative sites including the Australian

National Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, Fromelles Memorials &

Museum, Vimy Ridge, Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial, Adelaide

Cemetery, Australian Memorials at Pozières, and the Thiepval

Memorial to the Missing of the Somme

Be moved by the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate and

visit ‘In Flanders Fields’ Museum

Visit Franco-Australian Museum at Victoria Primary School in

Villers-Bretonneux and Historial de la Grand Guerre (Museum of

the Great War) in Peronne

14 years experience operating Western Front tours

The Albatross Difference

Less time on
coaches,
average 119
kms travelled
each day

Maximum
30
passengers 

Over $700
value of extras
already
included - no
hidden costs

Personal
audio
system
whilst on
tour

Guaranteed
to depart
with 10 
or more
passengers

max

 

Genuinely
Inclusive 

Tyne Cot Cemetery
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This superb tour has been specifically designed to
appeal to anyone planning to commemorate
ANZAC Day at Gallipoli and wishing to complete
their commemorative journey by ‘bolting on’ a
fascinating Western Front tour. 



•  All excursions, scenic drives and sightseeing as described in

the itinerary

•  Fully escorted by our highly experienced Tour

Manager/specialist Battlefield Guide

•  Personal audio system whilst on tour

•  First class air-conditioned touring coach

•  End of tour tips to Tour Manager, driver and local Paris guide

•  7 nights accommodation as described

•  Breakfast daily, 2 lunch packs

•  4 dinners including  farewell dinner in Amiens

•  Welcome drink Paris

•  All entrances as per itinerary

•  Extensive touring of the WW1 Battlefields

Tour Inclusions
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PARIS

Vimy
Bullecourt

Thiepval
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FRANCE

Villers-Bretonneux   

Mont St Quentin

Peronne

Le Hamel  
3
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Tyne Cot/Passchendaele

Bruges

The Somme

Flanders

Fromelles

Hill 60

YPRES 3

Overnight stays

Included excursions

Tour commences

8 days  only $2,649pp twin share
Single supplement $647 (land only prices in Australian Dollars)

For anyone interested in doing this tour at a
later date, we offer departures of this 8 day tour
on the following dates.  

27 April to 4 May 2015

STARTS ENDS STARTS ENDS

16 May 23 May 8 August 15 August

6 June 13 June 29 August 5 September

27 June 4 July 12 September 19 September

18 July 25 July 19 September 26 September

DAY 3     YPRES                                                                                     
A fascinating day focusing on the ‘Flanders Offensive’ of June to November

1917.  In the morning we visit the site of the Battle of Messines, the beautiful

Toronto Avenue Cemetery and the Island of Ireland Peace Park. This

afternoon we follow the famous Menin Road to visit Hooge Crater Cemetery,

Hill 60, the 5th Australian Division Memorial in Polygon Wood and the British

Commonwealth’s largest war cemetery at Tyne Cot. What happened in this

area east of Ypres in 1917 was eventually summed up in one terrible word –

Passchendaele! (B) 

DAY 4     YPRES                                                                                     
We have included a delightful excursion today to the charming city of

Bruges. Recognised as one of Europe’s best preserved medieval cities,

Bruges is riddled with canals, bridges and quiet back streets. Take time to

wander the quaint and picturesque cobbled streets and relax in one of the

pavement cafes on the glorious old market square. Later we will stop to visit

the Essex Farm Cemetery, a site forever associated with the composition of

the poem ‘In Flanders Field’. (B)  

DAY 5     AMIENS                                                                                       
Today we journey through the old Western Front battlefields from Ypres in

Belgium to Amiens in France.  After crossing the border, we will stop at VC

Corner (Australian Cemetery), Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery

and the Australian Memorial Park at Fromelles, scene of Australia’s first major

battle on the Western Front.  We also visit the new Fromelles museum.  From

there we visit the most spectacular British Commonwealth memorial in

France – the Canadian National Memorial on Vimy Ridge.  Before heading

into Amiens, we will travel across the old Bullecourt battlefield and view the

moving statue of an Australian soldier at the Bullecourt ‘Digger’ Memorial.

You will be staying the next three nights in the centre of Amiens within easy

walking distance to the picturesque city canals and the Notre-Dame –

Amiens’ masterpiece 13th century gothic cathedral. A packed lunch and

dinner has been included (B, L, D)

Your Amiens hotel: Mercure Amiens Cathedral or Ibis Styles Amiens Cathedral

or Campanile Amiens Centre Gare

DAY 6     AMIENS                                                                                       
Today we experience the tragedy of the 1916 Somme Battlefields. We visit

the Australian memorials at Pozières where over 23,000 Australians were

injured with 8,000 losing their lives. The memorial at the windmill simply

reads, “This spot was the centre of the struggle in this area and was captured

by Australian troops who fell more thickly on this ridge than on any other”.

Later we visit the vast and tragic Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the

Somme, the Ulster Tower Memorial to the 36th Ulster Division and the

Newfoundland Memorial Park. A snack lunch is included today.  Returning

to Amiens your evening is free.  (B, L)

DAY 7     AMIENS                                                                                       
Begin your day with a visit to one of the gems of French medieval

architecture - Amiens Cathedral, where the Australian and New Zealand

soldiers have been honoured. Today we explore the 1918 Somme

Battlefields including the Adelaide Cemetery (site of the exhumation of

Australia’s Unknown Soldier in November 1993) and the Australian National

Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux.  We have included a visit to the fascinating

Franco-Australian Museum at the Victoria Primary School in the village of

Villers-Bretonneux. Later we visit the Australian Corps Memorial at Le Hamel

and the 2nd Australian Division Memorial at Mont St Quentin.  Lunch time

is at leisure in the historical town of Péronne, where we have also included

entrance to the Historial de la Grande Guerre (Museum of the Great War).

Your farewell dinner tonight is in a local restaurant.  (B, D)

DAY 8     TO PARIS                                                                                       
Sadly your Western Front tour ends this morning after breakfast as you

are transferred to Paris to arrive around midday.  Drop off points will be

Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport and Paris Gare du Nord station.  We

recommend that you do not book flights or trains that depart Paris before

2pm today.  (B)

For prices and details of these departures please refer to

our 2015 European Summer Tours brochure or our website

(available in September 2014).



Turkey, Gallipoli & the Ottomans
15 days – Multiple departures from Istanbul between May and September 2015

•  Spend 3 nights in Istanbul and visit the Blue Mosque,

Sultanahmet Square, the Underground Cisterns, Topkapi Palace

and explore the Grand Bazaar

•  Spend 3 nights in the Gallipoli region and explore all the relevant

battlefields, memorials and cemeteries on the Gallipoli Peninsula

•  Gain insights into the life of the diggers from our specialist

Turkish Battlefield Tour Guide, and the Turkish story in an evening

presentation by a Turkish Historian

•  Pay your respects as part of a private morning commemoration

at ANZAC Cove

•  Stay 3 nights on the Turquoise Coast at Kusadasi, visit ancient

Pergamum, the Temple of Trajan, visit the amazing ruins of

Ephesus, the Virgin Mary’s House and Aphrodisias

•  Relax over 2 nights in Pamukkale and visit the famous

limestone cascades and the tombs of the ancient Necropolis

•  Savour 3 nights in a stunning cave hotel amongst the rock

chapels and ‘fairy chimneys’ of Cappadocia, visit a caravanserai,

a pottery village and the ‘underground city’ of Kaymakli

•  Fly high over the lunar like landscape in a hot air balloon ride

Discover the best of Turkey with in-depth commemorative touring at Gallipoli...
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For a full and detailed itinerary, tour dates and prices please call us on 1300 135 015 or visit
www.albatrosstours.com.au



PAYMENT CONDITIONS
•  All rates are in $AUD and are cash/cheque rates. Credit card payments attract a
merchant fee. 

•  A non refundable deposit of $500 AUD per person, per tour, is required to secure your
place on each tour within 10 days of booking.

•  Deposits represent a booking fee and are non-refundable and non-transferable.  Date
changes will attract amendment fees.

•  A non-refundable deposit of $100 per person is required to book any flights.
•  Final balance is due 60 days prior to travel.

BOOKING FORM  
A completed and signed booking form, confirming your fitness for travel and full passport
details (with at least 6 months validity from the date of return to Australia), must be
returned to Albatross Tours with the non refundable deposit payment, within 10 days of
confirmation of your booking.  Failure to submit your Booking Form at the time of paying
the non refundable deposit, will result in your reservation/s being cancelled automatically.
One completed Booking Form per person is required.

CANCELLATION POLICY  
All cancellations must be received in writing.
•  If cancelled outside of 60 days prior to travel a cancellation fee of the deposit applies.
•  If cancelled after final payment but prior to 45 days before travel a cancellation fee of
50% applies.

•  If cancelled later than 45 days prior to travel a cancellation fee of 100% applies.

FORCE MAJEURE  
If the tour or cruise cannot proceed due to flood, earthquake, war or civil strife, acts of
terrorism, hurricane, cyclone, industrial disturbance, strike, fire, lock out, epidemic, pandemic,
failure or delays of scheduled transportation facilities, or other Acts of God, or any law, order,
decree, rule or regulation of any government authority, or for any reason whether of a
similar or dissimilar nature beyond the control of Albatross Tours, this agreement shall
terminate and there shall be no claim for damages by either party against the other.

INSURANCE   
It is a condition of travel that each passenger is adequately covered by a proper insurance
cover.  Please also check the contingencies of your prospective insurance cover and ensure
you are aware of its conditions and omissions. We strongly advise travel insurance from
time of booking to provide full cover.

GUARANTEED GROUP DEPARTURES   
All Albatross programmes offered in this brochure are group touring programmes. The
term ‘group tour’ is defined as having a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 40 passengers
travelling (on ANZAC Day tour departures) and a maximum of 30 passengers travelling (on
European Summer tour departures). Once Albatross Tours confirms 10 deposited passengers
travelling, it guarantees that the group tour will depart. In the event of only 9 passengers
or less booking and travelling on that specific departure we are unable to operate that
departure as a group tour and that departure will be withdrawn. In rare instances such as
this Albatross Tours guarantee to advise all parties concerned of the withdrawal of the tour
at least 90 days prior to its scheduled departure date. 

PRICES   
Prices are guaranteed against currency surcharges. All tours have been costed on a
minimum number of 15 passengers travelling.  In the event of a reduction in the numbers
of passengers travelling on any specific group tour departure below 15 passengers or in the
unlikely instance of price increases from suppliers, or tax increases, Albatross Tours reserves
the right to pass on these increases to our passengers without notice. Wherever possible,
price increases will be absorbed by Albatross Tours. 

TRANSPORTATION    
When group sizes are considered too small to use a full sized coach we reserve the right to
use a smaller coach. Smaller coaches and any vehicles used for local transfers and
occasional day excursions may not have toilet facilities on board. Individual country and EEC
laws regarding coach transportation will be abided by at all times.

TWIN SHARE ROOMS    
Please note: Throughout much of central Europe traditional hotels sometimes
offer ‘French Twins’ which are 2 separate beds and mattresses attached together and
sharing a single headboard.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS    
Individual passengers can request us to match them in a twin share room with another
individual of the same sex. Should a match not be found the single supplement will not be
charged.  Please Note: should you be ‘matched’ with another person we cannot be held
responsible if the choice is not to your satisfaction. You must consider there will always be
a certain risk of incompatibility. Smoking: any twin match must understand that the room
must be treated as a non-smoking room.  Also: Single rooms in European and Turkish Hotels
are sometimes smaller than twin rooms. The Single Supplements represent a fee passed on
to us by the Hotels.

MINIMUM MOBILITY REQUIREMENTS – THE NEED TO WALK      
Tours in this brochure visit a number of cemeteries and memorial sites.  A reasonable
amount of walking will be involved, and our tours do require a certain level of fitness and
mobility.   These tours are not suitable for people with walking difficulties or limitations.  If
unsure please call our office for further clarification.

UNSUITABILITY      
If the operators consider any passenger as an unsuitable person for any tour it may in its
absolute discretion cancel that passenger’s booking or decline to carry that passenger
further, if at all.

UNUSED SERVICES       
No refund is given where pre-booked accommodation is partially or wholly unused.  No
overseas supplier or associate is authorised to promise refund on behalf of Albatross Tours.

PASSPORTS AND VISAS      
It is the responsibility of the passenger to have a valid passport and all visas, permits and
certificates required for the selected tour. Your special Travel Agent will advise you. It is
recommended that you have a minimum of 6 months validity remaining on your passport
at the time of travel.

ITINERARY VARIATIONS        
All possible effort will be made to adhere to the published touring itinerary.  Occasionally
circumstances beyond our control will force changes, amendments or modifications to the
itinerary and its inclusions.  Albatross Tours cannot be held responsible for any omissions
or modifications to the itinerary or the inclusions made as a consequence to these changes.

REQUESTS FOR PERSONAL VISITS TO CEMETERIES AND MEMORIALS        
Special requests for visits to the graves of relatives at cemeteries and memorials, or visits
to other battlefield sites, that are NOT visited within the existing itinerary must be received
in advance of the tour for consideration and advice as to whether it is possible to include
the additional visit or not.  Please note, we cannot guarantee that all requests will be able
to be accommodated due to time constraints of the existing touring itinerary.   Any requests
not received in advance of joining the tour will NOT be able to be considered or visited.
Your Tour Manager may be able to assist you to make your own arrangements to visit any
sites that we are unable to incorporate in to the existing touring itinerary.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION        
In the unlikely instance of a hotel change becoming necessary the alternative property
will be of a comparable or higher standard and there shall be no refund in connection to
this. Non-smoking rooms are requested however, they cannot be guaranteed as not all
European or Turkish hotels offer dedicated non-smoking rooms.

SPECIAL DIETARY REQUESTS        
Please note requests for special dietary requirements cannot be guaranteed at all European
or Turkish hotels and restaurants.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOUR PRICE         
Unless otherwise indicated we have not included flights, visas, airport taxes, port taxes,
security charges, airport transfers, items of a personal nature, laundry, drinks and
consumables.

COMPLAINTS         
a)  In the unlikely event of a complaint, the client is obliged to make Albatross Tours and
the local supplier aware of such problems immediately. Albatross Tours offers a 24
hour emergency paging system for this purpose.

b)  Albatross Tours will only consider claims made against it in those circumstances
where a complaint has been made pursuant to sub paragraph (a) above and where
the claim has been received by it within 30 days from the end of the services
provided by it, otherwise, the client will have no right to make any claim against it.

RESPONSIBILITIES        
Albatross Tours act only as a booking agent making reservations with the companies or
associates offering the services contained in this brochure.  Whilst acting in good faith,
Albatross do not accept any responsibility for default causing loss or injury to person or
property whether by negligence or otherwise on the part of the operator or
accommodation managers / owners or their employees.  Albatross Tours have made every
effort to ensure the quality of accommodation and the accuracy of the brochure, but shall
not be liable for any dissatisfaction the passenger may have with the accommodation and
touring or any injury, damage or loss caused by the change or withdrawal of any price,
detail or other item or service. In addition Albatross Tours shall not be held responsible for
any loss of quality of goods or services supplied or any changes in an itinerary beyond our
control made by third parties. This agreement shall be governed and controlled in
accordance with the laws of Queensland, Australia.

Albatross Tours,  LIC: TAG 1374,  ABN 45 010 565 143
Level 3, 303 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Queensland 4000, Australia.
Telephone (61) 7 3221 5353  Fax (61) 7 3221 5486  
Email: info@albatrosstours.com.au

19

T O U R  B O O K I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

Please read all conditions carefully



Come share our love of Europe

T H E  A L B A T R O S S  D I F F E R E N C E

Albatross tours are very different. With smaller group sizes and longer stays in each

destination you will enjoy more time for sightseeing and a more fulfilling touring

experience. All of our tours are genuinely inclusive and are jam packed with included

excursions, entrances and feature dinners.

In addition to our ANZAC Commemorative tours featured in this brochure, we also offer

a unique range of European Summer tours and the widest range of European

Christmas and New Year tours designed exclusively for Australians and New Zealanders.

Your local appointed travel agent is

Reservations and enquiries
AUSTRALIA 1300 135 015  •  NEW ZEALAND 0800 446 232

Albatross Tours 
www.albatrosstours.com.au  •  www.albatrosstours.co.nz
Level 3, 303 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 4000   Tel: 07 3221 5353   Fax: 07 3221 5486

Email: info@albatrosstours.com.au   Facebook: www.facebook.com/albatrosstours   

Licence No.: TAG 1374  ABN: 45 010 565 143

Brochure stocks through TIFs in Australia

Albatross Tours has been designing, creating and operating European

escorted tours for Australians and New Zealanders since 1995. As part of

The Albatross Group we handle in excess of 5,000 tour groups in Europe

every year. 


